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The situation was, pardon the pun, quite grave. Cemetery superintendent Ralph Hayward knew it was just a matter of 
time before the hand-drawn maps of Central Cemetery, behind town hall - some more than 100 years old -would 
begin to disintegrate. 

Soon an irreplaceable part of town history would be lost. So he applied cutting-edge technology to one of the oldest 
parts of town.

Armed with a $5,000 appropriation from the board of selectmen, Hayward has hired a company called topoGraphix 
to create comprehensive maps of the cemetery, which can be placed on a CD for easy access. 
 
"It's something that really has been needed for some time," Hayward said. "We'll be able to instantly find the location 
of any plot. We'll also be able to show people where available plots are located. Besides saving me a whole lot of 
work, we'll now have a permanent record." 
 
topoGraphix, based in New Hampshire, has already begun taking digital images of the cemetery from many different 
vantage points. When the surveying is complete, the information will be installed in a template that Hayward can 
manually update as necessary with no additional cost to the town. 
 
According to topoGraphix owner Bob Perry, Hayward came up with a creative solution for a problem that has been 
increasing throughout New England. 
 
"We've done topographic maps for a number of different things, cemeteries included," Perry said. "But the 
cemeteries we've worked with have been commercially-oriented. They wanted to be able to show available lots for 
buyers. 

Ralph  heads a municipal cemetery and wanted to address the problem he had with the older maps. A lot of 
communities with older cemeteries are now running into the same problem. It's an interesting solution." 
 
Hayward first heard of topoGraphix through Carl Atwood, a former highway surveyor in Kingston who is a trustee 
of that town's private Evergreen cemetery. 
 
"He told me how much easier it's made things over there," said Hayward, who also serves as Halifax's highway 
surveyor.  "I've been very impressed so far. I didn't even think they would be starting her so quickly. If all goes well, 
this could be finished by next month." 
 
Hayward may not even have to spend the entire $5,000. "We've been given the option of inputting the data into the 
program ourselves," he said. "That would save us some money, but until Bob Perry has finished his surveying, it's 
hard to know just  how many man hours that would take. If it's practical, it's something we'll have to consider."

19th century cemetery comes into info age


